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Investigating the Seismic Performance of Strong Back and Buckling Restrained Brace
Systems for High-rise Structures in Far-Field Earthquakes
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ABSTRACT: Earthquakes are currently considered a serious threat to structures, particularly steel-
braced structures, underscoring the need for systems that are capable of maintaining functionality and
serviceability after seismic events. In this regard, the StrongBack Structural System (SBS) has been
introduced as a combination of elastic and plastic truss elements, which, by ensuring a uniform distribution
of forces along the height of the structure, prevents the development of a soft-story mechanism. In this
study, through a detailed investigation of the conventional configuration of this structural system, a new
configuration is proposed with the aim of achieving improved seismic performance.
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1- Introduction

Seismic design codes have been developed with the
primary objective of preventing building collapse; however,
they do not adequately address structural performance
in terms of post-earthquake serviceability and economic
consequences. Although steel-braced frames provide life
safety, they are susceptible to the formation of a soft-story
mechanism due to brace buckling, a phenomenon that can lead
to increased structural damage. Post-earthquake observations
demonstrated that braced frames often exhibit unsatisfactory
performance because of buckling of compression members,
resulting in a reduction in their capacity under cyclic loading
[1-3]. To mitigate the probabilistic formation of soft-story
mechanisms, the StrongBack Bracing System (SBS) has been
introduced. Numerous studies have shown that the presence of
an elastic truss component in this structural system improves
the uniform distribution of interstory drift along the height of
the structure [4, 5]. Furthermore, experimental and numerical
investigations indicate that the strong-back system is capable
of maintaining stiffness and reducing damage concentration,
even after the failure of inelastic bracing elements [6, 7, 8].
In this study, by examining the conventional configurations
of the strong-back structural system, a new configuration is
proposed to enhance the seismic performance of the strong-
back system during earthquakes.
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2- Methodology

In this study, to investigate the seismic performance of
the strong-back system in high-rise structures, buildings
with a square plan layout consisting of four bays of 5 m
each and heights of 8, 12, and 16 stories were examined
(Figl). The story height was taken as 2.9 m, and gravity
loads were applied in accordance with the specified values.
The structures were designed using ST37 structural steel, in
compliance with ANSI/AISC 341-16 and the fourth edition
of Standard 2800 [9,10].

To evaluate the performance of the modelled frames, a set
of 22 pairs of far-field earthquake acceleration records with
moment magnitudes ranging from 6.5 to 7.6 on the Richter
scale was employed. These ground motion records were
recorded at distances ranging from 11.1 km to 26.4 km from
the seismic source [11].

3- Results and Discussion

Based on the curves presented in Fig.2, it can be
observed that BRB structures experience a degradation
in seismic performance as the number of stories increases.
Comparison of the spectral acceleration values for the
8-story models indicates that no significant improvement in
seismic performance is observed. Similarly, for the 12-story
structures, comparison of the spectral acceleration values
between the 12ST-BRB and 12ST-EM-SBS-BRB models
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Fig. 1. View of the structures modelled in the OpenSees
software (a) BRB, (b) SBS-BRB, (c) EM-SBS-BRB.

shows an improvement of 27.2%. However, when comparing
the 16ST-BRB and 16ST-EM-SBS-BRB analytical models,
a 279.7% improvement in seismic performance is observed,
representing a substantial enhancement in seismic behavior.
By comparing the fragility curves shown in Fig3., it can be
observed that, in general, the probability of collapse increases
with increasing structural height, since high-rise structures
experience larger lateral displacements at the story levels. As
can be seen, in the 12- and 16-story structures, the proposed
model of this study was able to improve the inter-story drift.

4- Conclusion

An examination of the structural models indicates ing
height has a significant influence on the results. In the 8- and
12-story structures employing only the buckling-restrained
bracing (BRB) system, the collapse demand in the 8-story
structure exhibited lower values; however, as the height
increased to 12 stories, this demand gradually increased,
and ultimately, in the 16-story structure, very poor seismic
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Fig. 2. Median IDA curves for (a) 8-story, (b) 12-story,
(c) 16-story.

performance was observed. This trend clearly demonstrates the
adverse effect of building height on the seismic performance
of BRB systems. It further indicates that combining the
buckling-restrained bracing system with the strong-back
system can effectively enhance the seismic performance
of BRB-based structural systems. Across all analyses, the
proposed model of this study exhibited the highest seismic
performance in the 12- and 16-story structures. In addition,
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Fig. 3. Fragility curves corresponding to a 10% drift
limit for (a) 8-story models, (b) 12-story models, (c)
16-story models.
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the fragility curves of these structures show significantly
lower probabilities of damage and collapse compared to the
conventional BRB structural system.
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Fig. 5. View of the structures modelled in the OpenSees software (a) BRB model, (b) SBS-BRB model,
(c) EM-SBS-BRB model.
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Table 3. Comparison of the fundamental period of the validation model.
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Fig. 9. Bilinearization of the pushover curve using the Yang method [32].
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Fig. 10. Pushover analysis curves for (a) 8-story models, (b) 12-story models, (¢) 16-story models.
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Table 5. Characteristics of the earthquake record pairs used in this study.

Record

PGAmax PGVmax

pair Earthquake Year Station Mw Component 1 Component 2 (*2) (?)
1 Northridge 1994  Beverly Hills - Mulhol 6.7 MULO009 MUL279 0.52 0.63
2 Northridge 1994  Canyon Country-WLC 6.7 LOS000 LOS270 0.48 0.45
3 Duzce, Turkey 1999 Bolu 7.1 BOL000 BOL090 0.82 0.62
4 Hector Mine 1999 Hector 7.1 HEC000 HEC090 0.34 0.42
5 Imperial Valley 1979 Delta 6.5 H-DLT262 H-DLT352 0.35 0.33
6 Imperial Valley 1979 El Centro Array # 11 6.5 H-E11140 H-E11230 0.38 0.42
7 Kobe, Japan 1995 Nishi-Akashi 6.9 INIS000 NIS090 0.51 0.37
8 Kobe, Japan 1995 Shin-Osaka 6.9 SHI000 SHI090 0.24 0.38
9 Kocaeli, Turkey 1999 Duzce 7.5 DZC180 DZC270 0.36 0.59
10 Kocaeli, Turkey 1999 Acrelik 7.5 ARCO000 ARC090 0.22 0.40
11 Landers 1992 Yermo Fire Station 7.3 YER270 YER360 0.24 0.52
12 Landers 1992 Coolwater 7.3 CLW-LN CLW-TR 0.42 0.42
13 Loma Prieta 1989 Capitola 6.9 CAP000 CAP090 0.53 0.35
14 Loma Prieta 1989 Gilroy Array #3 6.9 G03000 G03090 0.56 0.45
15 Manyjil, Iran 1990 Abbar 7.4 ABBAR-L ABBAR-T 0.51 0.65
16 S“pﬁrﬁiisﬁ"“ 1987 El Centro Imp. Co. 6.5 B-ICC000 B-ICC090 0.36 0.46
17 s“p;rﬁ;isﬁon 1987 Poe Road (temp) 6.5 B-POE270 B-POE360 0.45 0.36
18 Meggg:ino 1992 Rio Dell Overpass 7.0 RI0270 RIO360 0.55 0.44
19 Chi-Chi, Taiwan 1999 CHY101 7.6 CHY101 -E CHY101-N 0.44 1.15
20 Chi-Chi, Taiwan 1999 TCU045 7.6 TCUO045-E TCU045-N 0.51 0.39
21 San Fernando 1971 LA - Hollywood stor 6.6 PEL090 PEL180 0.21 0.19
22 Friuli, Italy 1976 Tolmezzo 6.5 A-TMZ000 A-TMZ270 0.35 0.31
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